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        The Upper Room                      Emmaus

	April 1996
	of the Greater Fredericksburg Area


	
	


From the Lay Director

Dear Chrysalis and Emmaus Brothers and Sisters:

Let us meditate on these verses till we meet again - -

Matthew 22:38-40 and 26:27, 28

John 17:20 and 21

Grace and peace of our Lord Jesus 

Butch Cover

Upcoming Weekends

Chrysalis #5

            Aug. 1-4

Fredericksburg Men #21
            Sept. 19-22

Fredericksburg Women #22         Oct. 10-13


Upcoming Gatherings
May 11 at 6 p.m.
     Fredericksburg UMC

June 8 at  6 p.m.  
     Tabernacle UMC

The Next 

Fredericksburg Gathering
	Where:
	Fredericksburg United Methodist Church   

	When:

Devotional:

Fourth Day:

Child Care:
	April 13 at 6 p.m.

Fellowship at 6 pm.*  

Music begins at 7 pm

Mike Carey

Gino Cianelli

Curt, Gena and Christa Edsall, Kendra Bondor, Jincy Pace


*Please bring drinks and refreshments to share.
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Day of Deeper Understanding
The Day of Deeper Understanding will be held on Saturday, April 13 from 2 to 5 p.m. at Chancellor Christian Church.  Sponsors and their pilgrims who walked on Emmaus 17, 18, 19 and 20 are encouraged to attend.  Any questions, please call your sponsor or weekend lay director.  Attendees will then proceed to the monthly gathering at Fredericksburg UMC at 6 p.m.
FROM THE SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR:
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There are so many types of sicknesses in this world we live in;   diseases that have attacked and crip- pled not only the physical functions of mankind, but emotional, mental and spiritual.  These illnesses have become a 20th century “black plague”!

What we tend to hear as the reasons for this “plague” is that never before has there been such a culture of pressure, evil, dysfunctional families and general craziness as the one we live in  . . . and that ours is a “unique situation”.

Yea, I guess things were different when Jesus walked His earthly ministry.  All He ever dealt with was naked men living in the cemetery, cutting on themselves with rocks (Mark 5:1-15), and a lunatic boy wallowing in the fire and foaming at the mouth (Matthew 17:13-18).  Of course there were the ones that blamed their failure to be healed on negligence of other’s lack of help and understanding (John 5:5-7).  

What was the “key” that Jesus used to open the door to freedom for multitudes of His patients?  Matthew 4:23 gives us a vital insight to the ministry of Jesus.  

It says He went about teaching, preaching, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of diseases among the people.  Healing not being His first priority, but teaching and preaching.  This would be the groundwork for healing.  Why would our situation be any different today than for those when He ministered to 2,000 years ago?  Jesus wants to reveal to us and teach us things 

about ourselves that may very well break yokes of bondage (all manner of sickness) and deliver us from prison (all manner of disease).

Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and the recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised (crushed) to preach the acceptable year of the Lord (today is the day of salvation) (Luke 4:18-19).

Isaiah 58:6-11 may contain your deliverance.

In His service,

Sonny Thompson
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I write this article to you with a heavy heart.  I have received many complaints on how 
our Chrysalis youth have been behaving at the monthly gatherings.  I do have to agree to 
a certain degree with what I have heard.  Youth, please let me impress on you that 

during the gatherings that there are times for being respectfully jubilant and joyful, but that during the main program it is a time for reverence.  The loud shouts and hoots are distracting to some; actually, a stumbling block.  I cannot put all the blame on the youth.  Some of the problem lies with the parents and adults (age 18 and older) at the gathering also.  If you have a problem with what is going on, then take it upon yourself to go and speak to the individual or group that is causing you a problem.  If this does not work, then talk to a parent of the youth or in the case of an adult, talk to them with another brother or sister in Christ.  Read Matthew 18:15-17 (this might help us all understand).  I hope that we will not have to resort to asking our youth to sit with their parents if this problem does not rectify itself.  

Another problem that Chrysalis is having is being able to pay its bills.  It has been brought to my attention by the treasurer that we have not been able to pay the last walk’s bill to Camp Easter Seal because we don’t have $2,500 to finish that bill.  I am sure that there are some smaller bills that need to be paid also.  Please, we need to pay our debts so that we can continue to have walks.  I would hate to approach the board to cancel the next walk because we don’t have the funds to continue.  If you were a sponsor and it slipped your mind to make payment for a caterpillar, please make that check out to Fredericksburg Chrysalis and put it in the mail to Tom Schumann, Treasurer.  Also, remember that part of your responsibility as a sponsor is to pay the costs for the caterpillar God puts on your heart to send on a weekend.  The community can only bear about two scholarships per walk.  Any and all help will be greatly appreciated with this problem.

Sorry to be the bearer of bad news this month, but I feel that you as a community need to know all that is happening with this community.

In Christ,

Kristy and Gary

Team Applications are needed for Chrysalis #5 to be held August 1-4 at Prince William Forest Park.  If you would like to team, please send your application this week to Diana Farrar at 1201 Paul Lane, Fredericksburg, VA 22406.

ABBA’S DAUGHTERS
Praise God!  We have a place to meet and a date set, so now we invite you to come and partake of the vision that God has set in our hearts.

There is a great need in the Body of Christ for women to minister to one another, to have someone to share with and to pray with, to confide in, to listen and to be listened to.

Come and fill that place in your heart with the love of our Heavenly Father (Daddy) and with the love of your sisters in Christ.  Come and learn of Abba and celebrate the way Jesus has made for us.

Women ages 14 years and up are welcome.  We apologize that there will be no babysitting/child care service, so please make other arrangements for your children.  We look forward to seeing you all there.

Jeremiah 31:3



Philippians 4:3



Romans 8:15-18

Date:
April 22, 1996

Time:
7:30 p.m. to ?
Place:
First Assembly of God

Monday







Triangle, Virginia

We recently received the following letter which we pass along to you . . .

TO WHOM  IT MAY CONCERN:

We’d like to introduce you to David Moore, a 14-year old freshman at Osborne Park High School who suffers from muscular dystrophy.  A bright and charming young man, his body has been ravaged by the steady progression of the disease which causes irreversible muscular deterioration.  He is confined to a wheelchair and has had a metal rod fused to his spine which further restricts his mobility.

Because of David’s physical limitations there are transportation difficulties.  The family is in desperate need of a replacement van with a raised roof and wheelchair lift.  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Prince of Peace United Methodist Church have joined together to raise the needed funds and are hoping to solicit community support for David and his family.

We have several fund raisers planned in the next few weeks and would appreciate any assistance you can provide to our efforts.  Among the activities currently scheduled are a chicken bar-b-q at Prince of Peace on April 13.   You could assist us by selling tickets to your members, donating food or supplies or by making a cash donation.  If any of your members have information on where a good condition used van could be obtained, we would appreciate their input.  If you are interested in holding your own fund raiser, we would encourage and support those efforts.

Any help you can provide would be greatly appreciated.  For additional information or tickets to upcoming events, please call Prince of Peace United Methodist Church at (703) 676-4143.  If you are unable to assist us at this time, please keep David and our efforts in your prayers.  Thank you for your time and your assistance.


Lost: at the December 1995 Women’s walk # 18  . . .  a black bag containing two pair of prescription glasses.  If you found them or picked them up during cleanup,  please call Barbara Simpson at 540-891-1180.

DEADLINE for the May newsletter is April 20.  Please send articles to editor, Barbara Simpson, 11615 New Bond St., Fredericksburg, VA 22408 or call 540-891-1180.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!  The editor thanks you!
NON-PROFIT ORG.
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Directions to Fredericksburg UMC:

I-95 to Fredericksburg exit, Route 3 east.  Proceed into

town and take a right turn on Princess Ann Street.  Turn right

on Charlotte Street.  Parking lot is on right in back of church 

(middle of block).  Street parking is also available.  Church address

is 308 Hanover Street.

