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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let me begin be reminding you that the next gathering will be APRIL 18, 1998 at Fredericksburg United Methodist Church in Fredericksburg.  We moved the date so the gathering and DDU did not conflict with the Easter activities.

We will be trying a new format for our DDU's this time.  Instead of having the DDU from 2 until about 5 and then the normal gathering, we are going to combine the two events.  The DDU will begin at 4:30 p.m., followed by a potluck dinner and then the gathering as usual.   We did this by removing duplicate items from the two agendas.  Items like the devotion, 4th day talk and communion that we do every gathering were removed from the DDU agenda.  This means that in order to be eligible to TEAM a person must stay for the whole evening.  We encourage all sponsors to attend the DDU with their pilgrims.   Our reasoning behind this change was to encourage the newest members of the community to stay around for the gathering and to receive the welcome from the community.  Also, it made for a very long day for those people involved with the DDU, Board meetings and the

gathering.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish each of you a very Happy Easter!!  I pray that each of you will take a minute and remember what Jesus' resurrection means to us as Christians.

In His Service,
Kim Rice
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The Next Fredericksburg

Gathering
Where:     Fredericksburg UMC



When:      April 18, 1998

        Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 3:00 p.m. at the church.
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Upcoming Gatherings
May 9, 1998

Fredericksburg UMC

June 13, 1998

Woodbridge Christian

July 11, 1998

Woodbridge Christian
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1998 Weekends
Men’s
October 8-11

Women’s
March 26-29

November 5-8

“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”
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From the Spiritual Director...
Approximately three and one half years ago, young people from my church returned from a retreat they called Chrysalis.  I wasn’t too sure about the sound of this strange weekend, so I begrudgingly went on an Emmaus Walk just to “check it out.”  When my investigation ended, I felt a little like Gomer Pyle. . . surprised, surprised, surprised.

As a pastor, I often need times to get away and rekindle my love for the Lord and His people (it’s easy to not love some folks sometimes).  My “walk” inspired my faith and fanned into flame my motivation for ministry.  For that, I thank God, my sponsor (Bubba Solt), the youth of our church, my family (for letting me go), my church (for letting me go), and the entire Emmaus Community (for pouring God’s love upon me).

With my experience in mind, I would like to ask you a question.  Does your pastor need a refreshing break to receive from God’s Spirit?  Then I urge you to approach your pastor and your church leaders to arrange for a weekend with Jesus for your pastor.  I can guarantee you that I never would have taken my “walk” if I had not received strong encouragement to do so from loving church members.  Be prepared to help your pastor with responsibilities for the weekend relating to church and his family.

The reason I bring up this obvious issue comes from something I read this week which I believe expresses the essential goal of Emmaus.  The great pastor, teacher and evangelist, Dwight L. Moody shook the people of America and Great Britain during his inspiring ministry, seeing multitudes come to Christ and hundreds of churches led into revival.  National revival begins with community revival.  Community revival begins with congregational revival.  Congregational revival begins with personal revival.

When D.L. Moody was asked about the best way to see awakening in location congregations, he said this: If you want awakening in the churches, light a fire in the pulpit.  This is my prayer for me and my church.  I trust it is your prayer, too.  So I challenge you to do what you can to “light a fire in the pulpit” with an attitude of humility, love, and service toward your pastor.

Your Fellow Servant,

Brent Saathoff


Prayers and Praises
( Prayers for the youth

( Praise for family

( Scott Young - liver transplant

( Kimberly McAvoy

( Praise for healing

( Pray for daughter and son

( Prayers for healing for Dianne

( Praise for new granddaughter!

( Pray for Andrea Albert - lung transplant

( Praise for all things He did for me!

( Krystin Olds - oral surgery

( John Weinhardt - flu

( Safe travel on our 25th Wedding Cruise

( Praise for the “renewal” of Spring!!

( Jason Robinson in Saudi Arabia

( The Koy family in Colorado

( Diana Weese’s mission trip to Peru

( Praise for teams #27 & #28

( Pray for peace within

( Prayers for the church family at Rehoboth

( Prayers for our servicemen and women

( Praise for Carey family blessings!

( Salvation for loved ones

( Praise for all the blessings in my life!

( Prayers for Joe & Kathy Neiswander for custody of

Joe’s son, Brian, age 10

( Darin Wink & Stephen Degalo in the Gulf

( Prayers for Men’s Walk #632 in Boerne, Texas

( Marriage problems

( Thank God for all my Christian friends!

( My mother, father, sister & brothers

( Prayers for financial help

( Pat Barnett’s father died two weeks ago – pray for

family left behind

( Prayer for healing for Phil’s teeth

( Prayers for my husband William

( For Laura’s unborn baby (50/50 chance of muscular

dystrophy)

( Pray for David M.

( Jim Ritter - continued healing from kidney surgery

( Bernie - his walk with our Lord

( Unity in Chrysalis Community

( Praise & Thanks for Family of God!!

( Thank God for my friends and special relationships

( Thank God for Kristi, Jessica, Heidi, Al, Deb and

everyone that gives me strength & hope

( “Gockey”

DEADLINE for the May newsletter is April 22.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to dolds@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!

Agape
This month we signed and sent general agape letters to the following communities:  Care Bexar Emmaus in Texas; Lexington, Kentucky Emmaus and Chrysalis; Germany Emmaus Community; Billings, Montana Chrysalis.

Please keep these communities in your prayers.  We also sent an e‑mail agape letter to the Little Rock, Arkansas Emmaus Community for their walk March 26‑29.  Please keep the pilgrims on this walk in your prayers as you pray for the pilgrims on our Women's Walk.

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS
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Day of Deeper Understanding
A Day of Deeper Understanding will be held on April 18,  beginning at 4:30 p.m., at Fredericksburg United Methodist Church.   Sponsors and their Pilgrims who have walked and not yet attended a  DDU are encouraged to attend.  Please remember that you cannot sponsor a Pilgrim or Team if you have not attended a Day of Deeper Understanding. 

A pot luck supper will be held after the DDU (before the Gathering).  Please bring a dish to share.  Don’t miss this time of fellowship!

Nominations for Emmaus Board
The following individuals have been nominated for the Board of Directors for the Fredericksburg Community.

Women:
Susan Perkins

Anita Schmidt

Patti Tessier

There is one vacancy.

Men:

Joe Cooper

Ken Roark

There is one opening.

Clergy:
Keith Mottley

There is one opening.

Requirements for serving on the Board:

1.  Must have attended a DDU. (There’s one on April 18,  which is open to everyone who has walked in any community.)

2.  Must have teamed.

Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the Gathering on April 18.






Chrysalis 

Corner
From the Lay Director. . .
Hey Chrysalis Community,

Last month I told you about planning a Chrysalis get-together on May 30.  Well, we now have a location for this event — it will be held at Fletcher’s Chapel United Methodist Church.  The church has a picnic shelter as well as a baseball field and volleyball court.

 We now need your help to plan activities, prepare advertising, and refreshments. Please let me know if you are willing to lend a hand.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN TO JOIN US ON MAY 30TH.

 I am also looking for people to do the Chrysalis 4th day talks and devotions during the gatherings.  I hope to have people ready for next month.  If you feel like you want to do this, please contact Gena Edsall or myself.

Fly with Christ!

Lee Rice
The Chrysalis Board will meet at 4 p.m. the day of the Gathering at Fredericksburg United Methodist Church.


PHAT!
Hello and praise the Lord!

PHAT!
Have you heard some of our youth use this expression?  Do you know what it means?  I want to share it with you...P‑pretty  H‑hot   A‑and  T‑tempting...

This is our God!   This is what people that do not know Jesus should be saying about us, the Body Of Christ.  The love of Jesus should be so oozing out of us that others want to have what we have.  They should see

us offering grace and love to them, as they watch us offering to one another, in a way that they know that they are always and at any time, invited/welcome to join us.

One of the things that I have heard so often lately is that Christians are the only people that bayonet their wounded.  Ugh!  Why would anyone want that?  What a witness!

Let me invite you to join the youth and be a part of what is PHAT!

Let your light so shine before men that they will see your good works and glorify our Heavenly Father.  Beloved let us love one another for love is of God and everyone who loves knows God.  Love is kind, patient, never selfish or self seeking, Love does not count another’s wrongs, Love does not delight in wrong but rejoices in the truth...

God's Love Is PHAT!

Have a great month!

Love in Jesus,

Angel
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From the Spiritual Director. . .
Greetings!  Before you read my devotion, I want to tell you something about myself.  My name is Margie Turbyfill and I am the new Chrysalis Community Spiritual Director.  I am so excited about working with our community!

I just moved to Fredericksburg from Farmville in July when my husband, Mark Ogren, became the Senior Minister of Fredericksburg United Methodist.  I am an ordained Methodist minister also.  While in Farmville, I was the United Methodist campus minister at Longwood College.  I am currently on leave and being mom to my own two teenagers and our very lively Jack Russell terrier.

I look forward to getting to know the folks of the Chrysalis community and to participating in this exciting ministry together.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation

 (II Corinthians 5:17)
Everyone I have talked to this week has commented on the beginning of spring.  It is so good to see the birds returning and the flowers beginning to bloom.  Even those (like my children!) who wish that we had at least one good snow are still glad to see everything coming to life.

Imagine how glad you would be to see spring if you had been through a horribly cold winter with very little food or heat and virtually no sunlight.  Your joy at the return of the sun would be inexpressible.  You would feel as if you were returning to life from the dead.

For many teens, this is their experience of a Chrysalis weekend.  They have been in a spiritual winter that is much worse than anything we can imagine for ones so young.  For a variety of reasons, some of their own choosing but just as often because of life situations they had no control over, they have not experienced the love of God in a way that nurtures them and gives them warmth and life, a guiding light and a sense of JOY about being a Christian.

As we prepare for our next Chrysalis walks, keep in mind those teens who are in a spiritual tundra – frozen out of a meaningful relationship with God.  These are not the only folks our weekend reaches, of course, but there are many more teens in this situation than you would guess, including some who are very active in their church.

Thanks be to God for entrusting to us this ministry!  Amen.
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On Christ, the Solid Rock, I will stand!
�
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