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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let me begin by announcing the results of the Board of Directors election. The newly elected members of the Board are Joe Cooper, Susan Perkins, Ken Roark and Patti Tessier.  The newest Spiritual Director on the Board is Keith Mottley.  I welcome all of the new members to the Board.

For those who missed the last gathering; Dennis Perkins has been elected to the position of Community Lay Director for the next year.  Mark Ogren was elected the Community Spiritual Director.  I trust that you will be in prayer for these men as they take on the work of leading the community.

I would like to thank Judy Rice and Larry Garfield for their work on the Board for the past few years.  Judy has also done an excellent job as Treasurer of the Community.  Pat Libby will be taking over those responsibilities from Judy.

There are two people that I have to give special thanks.  Pat Libby has always been available to fill in for me when my schedule got overloaded and for that I am very thankful.  

The other person that I owe thanks to is my wonderful wife Judy.  She has been the one who really has been keeping me on time for newsletter articles, sending out agendas and generally keeping me organized.  This has truly been a challenge for her since I am not the most organized person in the world.   

It is hard to believe that my year as Community Lay Director is almost finished.  While there have been some times I wanted to pull my hair out I have truly enjoyed serving the Lord in this position.  I would like to thank all of you for your support throughout the year.  I know that there were times that I could feel the prayers being lifted up for me.

God Bless each and everyone of you!!!

In His Service,
Kim Rice
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Gathering
Where:     Woodbridge Christian


When:      June 13, 1998

        Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the church.



Upcoming Gatherings
July 11, 1998

Woodbridge Christian

August 8, 1998

St. Matthias UMC

September 12, 1998
St. Matthias UMC
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From the Spiritual Director...
I had been a Christian numerous years before I learned what it meant to grow as a disciple of Jesus.  I sensed something was not right in my relationship with God.  I guess I felt like a spiritual toddler looking for his first finger foods.  I needed more substance.  Of course, I did not know what was going on inside me or what to do about it.  I simply felt spiritual hunger pains.

Then I met a man who for the first time taught me how to grow as a disciple of Jesus.  I learned how to read and study God’s Word.  I developed a prayer life (really a means of communicating with and worshiping a God who is a spirit being).  I cultivated true Christian fellowship.  I shared my faith with others.

The more I grew, the more I matured.  And yet my hunger eventually came back.  I tried to study deeper, pray harder, go to church more.  But none of these once satisfying disciplines quenched my thirst.

I then realized I had become an overweight Christian.  I spent so much time and energy feeding myself, looking for “meat,” hungering for satisfaction, that I neglected an important element of growth as a disciple of Jesus.  I had forsaken my “workout.”  As our physical bodies need exercise to turn nourishment into a healthy body, even so our spiritual bodies need work to develop us into well-rounded (no pun intended) Christians.

That “workout” involves every believer realizing his or her gifts and using them by serving Jesus Christ.  Look at the way Jesus prepared his twelve disciples.  He didn’t just feed them.  He handed ministry over to them, even in their immaturity.  A part of growing as a disciple involves ministering in accordance with our gifts.

I do not know what shape you are in as a disciple of Jesus.  You may need more nourishment.  You may need more exercise.  I encourage you to take a self-examination to see where you might be out of balance.  Then I challenge you to do something about it.  If you need to “workout” more, approach your pastor to see where you can serve in your church.  If you already have a “workout” routine in your home church, then please consider serving Jesus through our Emmaus Community.  If you need more nourishment, get involved in one of your church’s Bible study groups or perhaps a Reunion Group.

Whatever your need, I exhort you to serve Jesus like a committed athlete, like a well-trained soldier.  You will not only please God, but you will actually feel better yourself.

Your Fellow Servant,

Brent Saathoff


1998 Weekends
Men’s
October 8-11

WLD: Dick Barnett

Women’s
November 5-8

WLD: Betty Gray Thompson

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Perkins, Dennis

 - Lay Director

Barnett, Dick

 - Asst. Lay Director

Larson, Barbara 
 - Secretary

Libby, Pat 
 
 - Treasurer

Ogren, Mark

 - Spiritual Director

Cooper, Joe

Perkins, Susan

Garfield, Cathy

Rice, Kim

Mottley, Keith

Roark, Ken

Olds, Barbara

Saathoff, Brent

Olds, David

Tessier, Patti
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( Pray for Steve & Marty

( For friend I’m witnessing to

( Jenny Blanton & family

( Pray for Breanne LaCroix

( Pray for my marriage

( Praises for EM #29 & 30

( Our Country

( Prayer for Rich & Diane

( Praise God for opening opportunity for my family to

build a new home

( Prayer for Susan Perkins’ continued recovery

( For Kairos women’s walk in McConnell, Texas

( Curtis Hazen – ADHD problems & related difficulties

( Continued prayer for the healing of Rehoboth UMC

( Praise God my Daddy is gone home to Him!!

( Prayer for growing/continued strengthening in

relationship with Christ and husband & children

( Praise for new life in Christ!

( Pray that we would see Christ’s face in every part of

our lives

( Duke Alexander who has cancer

( Pray for those who need God’s guidance

( Praise for job during summertime

( My brothers in Christ who share with me weekly

( Pray for all who are having hardship in marriage

( God would move Emmaus community to attract my

brothers and sisters of the darker hue

( Thanks for the peace that passes all understanding!!

( Prayer for Lake of the Woods Church

( Tim & Kelly’s witnessing to his brother

( Praise for great reunion group

( Prayer for my sister-in-law (Jan Mathis)

( Prayers for the Canaday family as they deal with their

loss

( Praise God for showing us His humility and

gentleness

( For Wendel, Robbie & Brian Gouldman who husband

and father died

( Praise for God’s love, faithfulness & never broken

promises

( Joe & Tina – building new house

( Prayer for family reconciliation – forgiveness &

healing

( Praise for a wonderful set of earthly parents who

came up with a new car when mine died this week

and for this community that’s providing me with

a place to live

( God would provide $6,000 in support for short-term

mission trips to Uganda, Venezuela and Russia

for Joe Reed

A young man was getting ready to graduate from college.  For many months he had admired a beautiful sports car in a dealer's showroom, and knowing his father could well afford it, he told him that was all he wanted.

As Graduation Day approached, the young man awaited signs that his father had purchased the car. Finally, on the morning of his graduation, his father called him into his private study. His father told him how proud he was to have such a fine son, and told him how much he loved him. He handed his son a beautifully wrapped gift box.

Curious, and somewhat disappointed, the young man opened the box and found a lovely, leather‑bound Bible, with the young man's name embossed in gold. Angry, he rose his voice to his father and said "with all your money, you give me a Bible?" and stormed out of the house.

Many years passed and the young man was very successful in business.  He had a beautiful home and wonderful family, but realized his father was very old, and thought perhaps he should go to him. He had not

seen him since that graduation day.  Before he could make arrangements, he received a telegram telling him his father had passed away, and willed all of his possessions to his son. He needed to come home immediately and take care of things.

When he arrived at his father's house, sudden sadness and regret filled his heart. He began to search through his father's important papers and saw the still gift‑wrapped Bible, just as he had left it years ago. With tears, he opened the Bible and began to turn the pages.  His father had carefully underlined a verse, Matt.7:11, "And if ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father which is in Heaven, give to those who ask Him?"

As he read those words, a car key dropped from the back of the Bible. It had a tag with the dealer's name, the same dealer who had the sports car he had desired. On the tag was the date of his graduation, and the words PAID IN FULL.

How many times do we miss God's blessings because we can't see past our own desires?
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        Gene Gouldman died quietly and peacefully in his sleep near midnight on Tuesday, April 21st. We wish to thank all those at my Table (Gentleness) and in the rest of the Emmaus Community who have been praying for us personally and in their churches. Those prayers have sustained us and blessed us with an incredible strength beyond our own. While we struggle through the details of this time of transition for our family, we are greatly comforted that Gene is experiencing a joy and peace much greater than he knew before!






Peace and Joy in serving the Lord!

Wendel Gouldman

Fbrg EM #28

William Henry “Ho” Hill (Carolyn Canaday’s father) went home to the Lord on Wednesday, May 6.  We wish to extend our love, prayers and sympathy to Carolyn and her family.
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"Would you like to sew agape bags for upcoming walks?  They are simple to sew!  I have directions, fabric and cording.  Call Diana Farrar  at 540‑372‑7535."

“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”


A Note from Angel. . .
Sing unto the Lord a new song!

Have you ever really thought about the songs you sing, especially the ones at church or at some Christian function?  

Songs like:    Lord prepare me 

                       to be a sanctuary

                       pure and holy

                       tried and true...

or like:            Lord make me an instrument

                        an instrument of worship...

When we sing these songs, we are asking the Most High to do a work in us.  Imagine what He must think when we sing on Sunday and then, on Monday we are being tried and begging God to take it all away...

The kingdom of God is like a small child...  We must become as one of these...  For a moment, think about your children or how your parents treat you as a child...   Actions and Re‑Actions!  We are all responsible for our own yet almost always we are given instructions to press forward.  Why do we give this instruction yet not always follow it?

When a child falls off their bike and gets hurt, adults love them, clean them up, kiss away the tears and make them get right back on again. Right?  

Now, when an adult stumbles or falls in something, oh the thought!  I sure hope we don't beat them up while they are down...  we don't push them away so they will never want to get back on and ride again...do we?

Let's see each other as a small child and treat each other the same way as we would them.  Let us recognize that God may be preparing me, and or you to be that sanctuary...pure and holy...tried and true...  Amen!

God's still working on me...  How about you?

He is faithful to complete the work He has started in you.

Love in Jesus,

Angel
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for the July newsletter is June 18.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-0639; or e-mail to dolds@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!
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Chrysalis 



Corner
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

After much prayer and consideration, Lee Rice has decided to resign from the Chrysalis Board.  We, the Board, have accepted his resignation.  We wish Lee the very best and know that he will continue to support Chrysalis in any way possible.

We are continuing to work toward the preparation for a Chrysalis Weekend the beginning of 1999.  WE WILL NEED YOUR HELP.  It takes EVERYONE working together to be able to provide a forum for our young people to grow in their walk with Christ.

New Caterpillar and Team applications will be available at the next Gathering.  Please prayerfully consider how you might be able to help.

Fly With Christ!!
FREDERICKSBURG CHRYSALIS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Edsall, Gena

 - Adult Lay Director

 - Youth Lay Director

Landweer, Phil

 - Secretary

Dunn, Mike
 
 - Treasurer

Turbyfill, Margie
 - Spiritual Director

Benefield, Jamie

Fulkerson, Robert Sr.

Boyette, Keith

Morrow, Nathan

Edsall, Christa

Olds, Barbara


Farrar, Jeremy

Ritter, Jim

Fulkerson, Angel
Williams, Melanie


The Chrysalis Board will meet at 3 p.m. the day of the Gathering at Woodbridge Christian Church.
If anyone is interested in attending, please contact any member of the Chrysalis Board.  We are interested in getting a group together to attend this event.  The cost for lawn seating (groups of 10 or more) is $16; individually the cost is $20.

Please contact any Board member for additional information.
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