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From the Lay Director . . .
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

        I have a concern about Chrysalis.  Youth and adults alike have been working diligently towards having a flight this Spring. If this Flight is put on, this will be the first flight in two years.  If there is not enough team members by March 6th, the Chrysalis board will have to call it off.  Lets not turn our heads and forget our youth.  Please keep Chrysalis in your prayers and pray about serving as a team member.  God has no hands but yours.

        Look at your hands!  What do you see?  When I look at my hands, not only do I think of the tasks I perform with them, I remember how people often touch my heart through my hands.  I am not talking about a business‑like handshake.  I am talking about a friend or a relative taking my hand in their own, sometimes just holding it, but sometimes giving it a little squeeze.  They let me know they care, and they are there for me.

        Think about, or if you can, look at your father's hands.  They are probably big, coarse, and strong.  Do you remember a time when he reached out and held your hand?  I remember a time when I was about five when my father held my hand while I walked on the stone wall along Skyline Drive in the Blue Ridge mountains.  I felt completely safe and loved.  My hand in his felt like an electric cord.  It made a complete circuit that allowed his love and gentleness to flow through to my heart.  There were times when I was sick or hurt, and he held me in his arms and told me everything would be alright.  When my father returned home from work, his hands were the first things I saw, reaching out for me.

        Look at the hands of Jesus!  What do you see?  I see the hands of my Father and a Friend reaching out for me, calling me, inviting me, loving me, healing me, comforting me, and being there for me.  He stretched out

His hands and died for my sins, but He did not leave me.  He arose from the grave, overcoming death, and  justifying me in God's eyes.  Hallelujah!

         May you find strength, love, healing, comfort, and peace in the one Father's hands, as your hands and His hands stretch out to meet.

Your brother in Christ,

Dennis Perkins
1999 Weekends
Men’s

April 15-18


WLD:
Curt Edsall

October 7-10


WLD:
Ken Roark

Women’s
May 13-16



WLD:
Susan Perkins

November 4-7


WLD:
Angel Fulkerson
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The Next Fredericksburg

 Gathering
When:
March 13, 1999

Where:
Fredericksburg United 

Methodist

        Fellowship at 6:00 p.m.  Please bring snacks and refreshments to share.
The board will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the church.



Upcoming Gatherings
April 10, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

May 8, 1999

Woodbridge Christian

June 12, 1999

Lake of the Woods

July 10, 1999

Lake of the Woods
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If you enjoyed the colorful placemats on your Walk, why not pass on the joy to others?  Help is needed to prepare placemats for the upcoming weekends.  Approximately 65 placemats are used at each mealtime.  If you would like to help decorate, etc., please contact Tina Cooper at 540-310-0865. 
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"NEEDED:  BRIGHT RAINBOW‑HUED FABRIC AND CORDING.  Call Diana Farrar at 540‑372‑7535 to say you'll help. 

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Perkins, Dennis
 - Lay Director

Barnett, Dick

 - Asst. Lay Director

Larson, Barbara 
 - Secretary

Olds, David 
 
 - Treasurer

Ogren, Mark

 - Spiritual Director

Cooper, Joe

Olds, Barbara

Garfield, Cathy

Perkins, Susan

Libby, Pat

Roark, Ken

Morgenstern, Larry
Tessier, Patti


“The Fredericksburg and Chrysalis Communities do not encourage or sanction the use of Community directories for profit use.”


( Continued prayer for my wife

( Pray for Richard Blair family

( Prayers for Debbie Long - brain tumor

( Pray for the Hinkle Family on the death of Ken’s

mother, Esther Hinkle

( For Shelby Curtis - chronic ear problems

( Joe Castiglia diagnosed with cancer of lungs, spine &

esophagus

( Gloria Castiglia - prayers for strength

( For W.G. to seek and follow God’s will

( Praise - Hannah Cooper successful surgery having

tubes put in ears

( Pray for Amanda’s smile to stay

( Pray for our friend, Emily Thompson and her family &

friends.  God loves her and so do we!!

( Pray for all to see Jesus in this Blessed Christmas

( Pray for those who struggle with family & friends

during holiday season

( Unspoken prayer for the Schutz’

( Continue to pray for Emmaus to continue to lift up

Jesus and be a light to the Community

( Pray for Bryan Graham for success as Duty of

Administrator with “long road to hoe”

( Prayer for Bob

( Praise that I am blessed with a beautiful bride-to-be

( Pray for restoration of Jerry & Brenda’s marriage

( Donald Canaday family - many health problems within

the family


Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds, Editor.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 8:00 PM     Thursdays

Bowie Curry's Home

1415 Stafford Ave.

Fredericksburg, Va.

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake Of The Woods Church

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Thursdays

Chancellor Christian Church

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 310‑0865

Son Rise Reunion Group

Meets 7:15 a.m.    Thursdays

Melrose United Methodist

Contact: Ruth Ash (804) 529-6448 or

     Patsy Bayse (804) 529-6101

(Men)

Meets 7:30 p.m.     Tuesdays

Bethel United Methodist Church

13506  Minnieville Road

Woodbridge, Va.

Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
A Note from Angel . . .
Hello Community and Praise Jesus!

"Draw near to God and He will draw near to you"

Last month, I shared about our being adopted and how we might get to know our adopted family.  This is like our drawing near to God, to Jesus, and to our new family.  As we draw near, getting to know them, we find them

drawing nearer to us.  Actually, they were never far away in the first place but just sitting back awaiting our choice to be willing to participate in a relationship.  Like I always say, "Gods waits.  He bids you come."

I go out of my way sometimes to develop relationships and this past month, I persued getting to know my God, my Lord and some brothers and sisters even more so.  I figured that since I put out a challenge, I had better participate.  It is awesome to get to know others with a desire to do so because you don't give up as easily BUT it is not always easy.  Drawing near to God is scripture written in James 4, and a few verses later we read how we should not speak evil of one another.  I read through James 4 a few times meditating on what I could share and have come to see a little more clearly how when we draw near, whether it be to God or people, faults and failings are exposed.  Ugh!  Secrets are revealed.  BUT WHAT DO WE DO WITH THEM?  What can this possibly have to do with worship and experiencing the presence of God in our lives?

TRUTH CLEANSES!  But without first admitting that we need truth in our lives, corrections cannot be made and the relationship we have started suddenly comes to a stop if not ended altogether as though one never existed inthe first place.  Think about it.  The funny thing about

relationships with people is that we, in the most part, show everyone around us that this is basically how our relationship with God is.  I can hear some people now:  "No Way!  How dare you say that about me?!"  I say

it to myself also, as I examine myself keeping my eyes off of others.  Why is it that we have so much trouble admitting that we need truth to cleanse us?  Why is it so easy to always blame someone else for things that really were our fault or our choice to participate in?  Why... 

Why...   Why?????????????

It feels good...maybe...don't want someone looking down at us, judging us...maybe...fear that more truth may be revealed...maybe...  There are many things that may pop in your and my mind right now But hey, we are doing it again.  We are trying to bury the truth to avoid the truth. 

I'll tell you right now that I am no where near perfect and my greatest imperfection is being a perfectionist, trying to prove points...but I am striving to learn through experience, sharing the truth of the ups and downs in my life and the more truth I let out, the more is revealed.  It is hard at times, but I want to be open.  I want to draw near to my God and for Him to be able to draw near to me and as it happens I am finding myself in His presence and I have found this to be a step into worship, into an intimate relationship with Him.  

What is this step?  To PRAISE Him!  We cannot praise Him, nor can we praise anyone without getting to know them and then, we want to share all of their good points.  This is PRAISE!  Amen!  When we sing songs about

God, about Jesus, about love...it is because we have come to know someone or something that makes us feel good and we want others to know about it thus we give praise.  Jesus is worthy of all our praise but when we do not really know Him in a part of our lives, we do not praise Him there until we invite Him into that part of our lives.  It is the same with us and our brothers and sisters.  If we do not know them or allow them in that part of our lives, we & they cannot come to a point of truth cleansing much less a place of praise.

I want to encourage you to think on these things this month and as the Lord leads you, put them into your life application.  See if a change takes place in you and how you percieve others & God.  Draw near.  Be drawn near to.  Let truth cleanse.  Begin to Praise.

I have one more thing to share with you.  The author is someone we all know but the meaning is something we each will choose for ourselves:

I cannot and will not make you like yourself or others

I cannot and will not make you happy with yourself or others

I cannot and will not make you do anything for yourself or others

And until you do these things, you cannot get better nor be healed

Most of all, you will be unable to like or love me

You will be unable to be happy with me

You will be unable to do things for and with me

You will be alone

Not because I have left you for I am always here with

you

But you have shut me out

You have left me

Come, draw near 

Beloved let us love one another for love is of God and everyone who loves knows God but He who loves not knows not God because God is Love.

Love in Jesus,
The Board decided on the following as the focus for 1998‑99:
( Support Chrysalis community

( Get more people involved in reunion groups

( reach out to additional churches in the community
Angel
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