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The Upper Room

Emmaus


	September 2001
	of the Greater Fredericksburg Area

	
	


From the Lay Director . . .
“Open the eyes of my heart, Lord . . . I want to see you.”

I certainly saw the face of God last night at the 1st Annual Tapestry of Faith which was held at Hylton Memorial Chapel in Woodbridge.    What a blessing it was to be part of the body of Christ where more than 27 Fourth Day communities joined together for the first time for fellowship, prayer and praise!    The theme that ran through the evening was the message that we are one family - one that is united in God.  As the song goes, “We stand undivided, all worshiping one Savior, one Lord.” 

David Wilkerson, a British astrophysicist turned Methodist pastor, recently stated that we all needed to get a bigger picture of God.  He suggested that we fail to tap the power of God by keeping Him small in our minds - where we think His power is more manageable - but in reality, keeps God in a box.  Well last night  I truly had a bigger picture of God.  There was an awesome power and a joy that energized that chapel!

Many thanks are in order for Brian Lewis, who followed a vision to unite the various communities for an evening gathering.  Giving birth to a new endeavor such as this requires organization, much faith, the generosity of many,  and, I imagine,  a sense of humor.  The three speakers moved us all with their witness . . . from examples of learning to listen to God’s direction; to struggling to witness in the work environment; to the motivation of a former inmate to create an organization to help others being released from prison.   Thanks to all involved for their efforts to create this evening and a special thanks to Brian, from all of us, for a wonderful event.  

As Pastor Fred Parrish said in his devotion, the next time someone asks him “to show  me God,” he is going to hand them an Emmaus application.   Pastor Fred felt that Emmaus is brilliant in its simplicity - the weekend offers what people desperately need - a knowledge that someone out there loves them unconditionally.  It was his  prayer that the church would become more and more like Emmaus.                       

Think about it . . . who do you need to invite to an Emmaus weekend?  Is there someone active in the church whose faith journey would benefit from attending a weekend?  Is it you - do you need a teaming application - to share your servant’s heart?  

Get a bigger picture of God, my friends, and spread the powerful love you have received.

In Christian Love,
Barbara Simpson
Community Lay Director

Fredericksburg UMC, National Capital #36

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO MAKE A BANNER????
The new Southern Maryland Emmaus has requested that our community assist them in preparing a banner for their Discipleship talk.  Making a banner is lots of fun - all you need is a sewing machine, some creativity and a willing spirit!  Please email Barbara Simpson at bnbsimpson@aol.com for the particulars.  Annette Hemming and the Southern Maryland brothers and sisters will be blessed by your help.
IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SERVE????
Our community is in desperate need of a new Supply and Transportation Coordinator(s).  These two (or one) positions need to be filled immediately for our fall weekends.  We now have a trailer to store and transport all the supplies needed to run a weekend at Camp Easter Seal.  All that is needed is a willing servant to organize the trunks and drive the trailer.  This position is vital to our community.  Please email Barbara Simpson at bnbsimpson@aol.com if you would like to serve in this position.
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The Next Fredericksburg



Gathering
When:
September 8, 2001

Where:
Wright’s Chapel UMC




Time:
7:00 p.m.
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Fellowship begins at 6:00 p.m. 
The board will meet at 4:30 p.m.
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Upcoming Gatherings
October 13, 2001

Wright’s Chapel UMC

November 10, 2001
Chancellor Christian

December 8, 2001

Chancellor Christian
2001 Weekends
Men’s

October 4 - 7

WLD:
Dennis Perkins

Women’s
November 15 - 18


WLD:
Christine Schroth

Agape. . .
The following are the September Walks and Flights to whom we have sent Agape.  Please keep these Walks and Flights in your prayers.

Sept 1-3
Columbus IN/ Chrysalis Boys/Girls 3/4

6-9
Northern Lights OH Men #12

North Indiana Em. Men # 147 Sept 13-16
Dayspring GA Men #34

Cleveland TN Men

Maryland Men # 95 

North Georgia Women # 105 

Hays Praise Com. TX Women # 932 

Purchase Area KY Men # 61 

North Indiana Women # 148 

Crossbayou LA Men # 27 

Campbellsville KY Men # 17 

SE Florida Em Men # 45 Sept 20-23
Fremont Kairos CO Men # 38 

Dayspring GA Women # 35 

Maryland Men # 96 
North Georgia Men # 86 

North Georgia Men # 87 

Purchase Area KY Women # 62 

Campbellsville Em KY Women # 18 

Koinonia of Jamestown NY Men # 41 Sept 28-30
Western Ohio Chrysalis Young Men # 12 Sept 27-30
North Georgia Em Women # 106 

Northern Indiana Women # 148A 

National Capital Em Women # 101 

Richmond Em VA Men # 61 

Campbellsville Em KY Women # 19 

Heart of Carolina NC Men # 50 

Seaside Em SC Men Sept (no dates) Northern Illinois Em Men # 78 

Northern Illinois Em Women # 78 
FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Simpson, Barbara

 - Lay Director

Prewitt, Paul

 - Asst. Lay Director



 
 - Secretary

Fortune, Maria
 
 - Treasurer

DeJong, John

 - Spiritual Director

Brock, Millie

Pryce, Wes

Curry, Bowie

Schroth, Christine

Lewis, Brian

Throckmorton, Barry

McCaslin, Hank

Tubbs, Larry

Philipp, Gene

Weinhardt, Pat
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

Tomatoes, corn, peppers, peas, and beans; my grandfather raised them all in his carefully tended garden behind his home. Weeds were no match for him. Each day after work and sometime before, you could see him with his worn, wooden handled garden hoe working the soil around his treasured vegetables. On his head, he wore a farmer's style straw hat pinched in front with a green visor in the brim. I will never forget the smile on my grandfather's face when he saw me walking across the yard towards him. He would stop and lean on the hoe handle as he reached into his back pocket. I would lazily walk up the gravel drive, across the back yard, and through a gate that beckoned passage through the freshly painted, white fence. He would pull out and unfold a white linen handkerchief and slowly wipe the perspiration from his forehead and clean his glasses. 

I don't remember ever calling him grandfather, or grandpa, or pop-pop. I simply called him Papa. I guess I had heard my father and uncles greet him in that fashion, so "Papa" was good enough for me. If he didn't like it, he never shared it with me. 

"Hi Papa, what are you doing?" I would ask inquisitively. He would look at me with his famous smile. It was a smile of approval and love. See, Papa didn't talk much; but when he did, everyone listened. His word was important to him. If he made me a promise, I knew he would make it good. I would ask, "Can I help?" He would say, "Yes", and suggest that I go to the house first and ask grandma for a hat to protect my head from the sun. I would run to the house and climb up the back steps. Grandma would greet me with a hug, a squeeze, a basket and an old pith helmet. She would be wearing a blue and white checked apron and a wide straw hat, as she took my hand and walked with me out into the garden. I thought I would be given a turn with his hoe against those vicious weeds, but I would soon be picking tomatoes. At the time, I was nearly twelve years old, but I wasn't too old to remember how Papa had bounced me on his knee and laughed along with me. I would bounce so high that I would slip off his knee, and he would reach out and catch me before I reached the floor. He had patiently taught me how to skillfully play the games of checkers and dominos. He had taken me on slow walks down by the railroad tracks, sometimes stopping to point out birds or other wildlife. On these walks, Papa never failed to find a coin of some type. He would carefully look it over, show it to me, and slip it into his left pants pocket. Time slipped away so quickly, and I would see him holding his pocket watch, checking the time. I have fond memories of him holding that gold watch with an old train etched into the cover. After supper, I would see him undo the gold chain from his pants, wind the watch, and hang it on a stand that he would cover with a glass globe. 

I never remember my grandfather being angry or saying a cross word. He was such a strong man and in everything he did, he set a standard. I never heard him say it, but I believe his motto was: if a job is worth doing, it's worth doing well. He liked to work with wood and often gave handmade gifts to his grandchildren. I still have a shoeshine box that he made for me. Often he would take me into his woodshop and show me his latest project. I just looked in awe at all of his magnificent tools. Everything had a place, and everything was in its place. Most of his tools had wooden handles and were kept sharp by a large stone that turned on a stand. 

Papa lived a simple life, often finding pleasure in small things such as unplanned visits from friends and family, stroking the back of his old black dog, or sitting under the shade tree in an old metal lawn chair in the back yard. He had a car, which I only remember him driving to town, or to give me a lift home. He walked to work where he sawed lumber to be used in making furniture. 

He was a Christian man, and he worshiped regularly at he Baptist Church down the street. I never heard him gossip or say he wished he had something that he didn't already own. When he shook your hand with his firm grip, it always was sincere. His handshake could be a greeting, his seal of approval, or acknowledgment of a transaction. 

One Sunday morning, Papa got out of bed and proceeded to make it up. He took his dark suit out of his wardrobe and laid it on the bed. He shined his shoes and picked out a tie. He placed his weekly offering into a small white envelope provided by the church. He slowly walked through the house making his way to the back door. He pushed the back door open and stepped outside. As he stepped out the door, the Lord called him home. 

My grandfather was a wonderful man and an example to children and adults alike. As I think back on his life, I can see how he made a difference in my own. His love for others, Jesus, and a simple way of life have become the goals in my own life. 

In Philippians 3:12-14, Paul wrote: "Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." 

What are the goals in your own life? Who has been a Godly example to you? Who is watching and following your example? I pray that on this day and many days to come, I may be able to pass on to my own grandchildren the Godly values and love that were given to me by my grandfather, my teacher, and my friend((.Papa. Your friend and brother in Christ,
Dennis Perkins Fredericksburg Emmaus 11 
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AGAPE BAGS -
SEW BEAUTIFUL!
If you can sew a straight seam, you can be a part of a pilgrim’s Emmaus weekend by sewing agape bags.  Please adhere to these parameters - finished bag dimensions - 12" wide and 15" tall.  If you don’t sew and still want to help, check out the fabric selections at your local WalMart.  When you see wonderful, brightly colored shoelaces, rainbow fabric, or cording, buy it and donate it!  Chrysalis themes (Fly with Christ): butterflies, hot air balloons, and bright primary colors.  Call Diana Farrar 540-372-7535 or e‑mail farrardiana@juno.com
PLACEMAT COORDINATOR NEEDED!
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Please consider if God is calling you to take over this important job for our community.  If you would be interested, please call Barbara Simpson 540-899-5701 or email bnbsimpson@aol.com
As mentioned previously, our friend Janice Williams was injured and will have a lengthy recovery time.  It would be wonderful if she received encouraging cards or notes from you during this time.  Her address is:
Janice Williams

c/o Carriage Hill Nursing Home, Room 102B

5040 Plank Road

Fredericksburg, VA 22407
From the Newsletter Editor. . .
For those who wish to have articles published in our monthly newsletter, it is necessary that I receive these articles NO LATER THAN the deadline which is always displayed in this newsletter.  This allows me the time to format, copy, and prepare for mailing.  When I must wait for information, it requires that I either work longer hours to meet the mailing OR the mailing is late which means that some of you may not receive the newsletter with adequate time before the next gathering.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Thank you!
DEADLINE for the October newsletter is September 8.   Please send your articles to editor, Barbara Olds.  Mail to 343 Longwood Drive, Stafford, VA 22554;  fax to 540-286-2663; or e-mail to roosterlover@erols.com.  For the timely delivery of our newsletter, it is important to get those articles in on time!


    Emmaus Volunteer Chairpersons 2001-2002

Community Lay Director ‑ Barbara Simpson

     Lead Gatherings & Candlelight

     Host Weekend Sponsors’ Hour & Closing

     Chair Emmaus Board





     Pilgrim/Team Selection Committee




     Board Nominating Committee

Assistant Community Lay Director ‑ Paul Prewitt

Community Spiritual Director ‑ John DeJong

     Gathering Location Coordinator

Treasurer ‑ Maria Fortune

Secretary ‑ TBD

     Manuals Coordinator - Barbara Larson

     Records & By‑Laws Historian -

Communications Coordinator ‑ Hank McCaslin

     Newsletter - Barbara Olds

     Database Coordinator - Barbara Olds

     Team Registrar - Debrina McKeen

     Pilgrim Registrar - Pat & Dick Barnett

Gathering Support Coordinator ‑ Vacant

     Community Music Director - Debrina McKeen

     Community Baker -

     Childcare Coordinator & Greeter -

     Facility Clean Up Coordinator -

Weekend Support Coordinator - Brian Lewis

  Community Cha Coordinator - Richard Warner

     General Agape Coordinator ‑ Phyllis Howze

     Prayer Vigil Coordinator ‑ Sandy Crossley/ Jane Carwell

     Placemat Coordinator ‑

     Snack Agape Coordinator - Janice Williams

     Agape Bag Coordinator ‑ Diana Farrar

     Transportation Coordinator - Kris Indseth

     Supplies Coordinator - Derek Sharp

     Fourth Day Packets - Tina Cooper

Fourth Day Coordinator - Vacant

   Reunion Group Coordinator -

   Emmaus “Store” Coordinator - Millie Brock

Nominating Committee Coordinator - Larry Tubbs
Prayers & Praises. . . continued 
( For my church building committee that they will see and

understand the need to grow and will go forward & allow

new roots in this new addition will be priceless for the

work that it will bring to your community and family 



Prayers & Praises. . .
( Jim Muhlenkamp - health

( Bowie Curry - Parkinsons

( For families

( Tapestry of Faith

( Muhlenkamp children - Christian walk

( Michelle Muhlenkamp - impending marriage

( That God intervene in a young woman’s life with special

wisdom & guidance; her life is in real crisis

( Friend, that her heart be open to Emmaus walk

( For a decision regarding our son’s education

( For a sister’s surgery for throat cancer on August 17th
( For Bob who wants to come out of his gay lifestyle

( Paul & Theresa Freeman - That they would rekindle their

love for each other and for Christ

( Jimmy Lewis - healing from mental illness & relationship

with the Lord

( The continued presence of the Holy Spirit in our work

environments

( For a friend (Joan) that her family would be healed of

past hurts & reconciled - 2 sons and ex-husband

( Mary Jane Lewis - Physical healing and closeness w/Lord

( For healing in my marriage

( Coworker (Mike) recovering from cancer surgery

( For teaming men coming under fire - that they remain

strong in Him

( Salvation for family members

( Prayer for healing for my aunt, Elaine Stephens, fighting

breast cancer

( Pray for Karen as she begins seminary

( Pray for the Chrysalis community and Caterpillars to be

( Janice Williams - prayers for recovery after accident

( For Don who is recovering from major auto accident

( For my niece Rhonda - custody hearing August 15th Long

Beach, CA; for God’s love and angels to surround her

( For my stepfather Jim Lavsitsen who is back in the

hospital with an inflamed bladder

( Healing for my grandmother; strength & encouragement

for my grandfather and sister

( Unity and protection for our church body

( James & Marisol Lewis - Pray that the Lord will help

them deal with & help their son with his mental illness;

also ask that the Lord would soften their hearts so they

could get to know the Lord

( I need prayer for God’s help for finances so I can preach

to the homeless people (Stanley Gority)

( Prayers for Betty Olds (Dave’s mom) undergoing

treatment for breast cancer

( Jamie Noel who broke his neck & back in an auto

accident

( Janet Clark - husband died recently

Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.




Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 9:00 AM     Thursdays

Rotates - call for location

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location


Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 2:30 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:15 PM     Thursdays

Chancellor Christian Church

Contact : Joe Cooper (540) 710-6268

e-mail to jtjh4givn@juno.com
Son Rise Reunion Group

Meets 7:15 AM.    Thursdays

Melrose United Methodist

Contact: Ruth Ash (804) 529-6448 or

     Patsy Bayse (804) 529-6101

(Men)

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Bethel United Methodist Church

Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
Koinonia Women’s Reunion Group

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake of the Woods - call for location

Contact: Barbara Larson (540) 972-1928

Monday's Makeovers Reunion Group

Meets 8:00 PM     Mondays

Denny's Restaurant in Dale City

Dale Blvd. & I‑95

Contact:  Lois Myrick 703‑680‑0577 or 

     Sandy Crossley 703‑221‑6977

God Bearers

Meets 8:00 AM     Sundays

Melrose United Methodist Church

Contact:  Laurie Basye (804) 529‑6953 or 580‑5135

                   e‑mail basye@crosslink.net

               Alice Harding (804) 529‑7854

                   e‑mail archardcl@pen.k12.va.us
Lord’s Lions and Lambs Reunion Group

Meets 6:30 PM      Wednesdays

First Christian Church

Contact: Gene Philipp (540) 898-4917

e-mail GeneDiPhil@aol.com
EMMAUS TRAINING SESSION

POSTPONED TILL NEXT YEAR
After speaking with Bob Brandt, our National Emmaus representative, it was decided to postpone our training event which was scheduled for August.  Bob informed the Board that a new director’s manual will be published by the end of the year and that training after the publication was issued would be advised.  This important day-long training event for all of the Fredericksburg Emmaus community will be held in January or February, 2002.

Watch this newsletter for the new date!

FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS #43


“The Lord is my Light and my Salvation”

Team Assignments
Dick Barnett


Table Leader


Body of Christ

Sun., 11:10 am

Bob Bonshire


Asst Table Leader

Christian Action

Sat., 2:35 pm

Herman Brock

Floater / Cha


Reading

Donnie Cross


Music Director

John DeJong


Spiritual Director

Means of Grace

Sat., 10:15 am

Robert Fulkerson

Music Team


Priesthood 


Fri., 1:30 pm

Stanley Gority

Asst Agape Cha

Reading

Alan Hager


Spiritual Director

Obstacles to Grace

Sat., 4:00 pm

Ken Hinkle


Asst Lay Director

Fourth Day


Sun., 2:45 pm

Poncho Honaker

Music Team


Reading

Brian Lewis


Table Leader


Sponsorship @DDU

John Mann


Agape Cha


Reading

John Mathis


Spiritual Director

Prevenient Grace

Fri., 11:15 am

Sanctifying Grace

Sun., 10:00 am

Hank McCaslin

Table Leader


Changing Our World

Sun., 8:50 am

Mo Moses


Table Leader


Discipleship


Sat., 8:00 pm

Dennis Perkins

Lay Director


Perseverance


Sun., 1:05 pm

Gene Philipp


Asst Music Director

Reading

Paul Prewitt


Asst Table Leader

Devotion @ DDU

Wes Pryce


Table Leader


Teaming Talk @ DDU

Joe Reed


Asst Lay Director

Life in Piety


Fri., 7:30 pm

Randy Ross


Asst Table Leader

Reading

Peter Schatz


Asst Table Leader

Reading

Tony Schroth


Asst Lay Director

Priorities


Fri., 9:15 am

John Shutlock

Asst Table Leader

Reading

Bill Simpson


Table Leader


Reading

Gary Staddan

Spiritual Director

Justifying Grace

Fri., 3:00 pm

Larry Tubbs


Table Floater


Reading

Dave Tynes


Asst Table Leader

Growth Through Study
Sat., 8:55 am

Dennis Warne


Asst Cha Coordinator
Reading

Richard Warner

Cha Coordinator

Reading


The Team Chapel is open to the Community during the various talks.  Each speaker will have a team member in the chapel as their prayer partner.  A speaker’s grouping members, family or others who have attended a weekend are invited and welcomed to be a part of this special time.  Chapel Prayer Partners should be discreet in arriving and departing from Camp Easter Seal and should be in the prayer chapel 30 minutes prior to “Talk Time” listed above.
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Directions to Wright’s Chapel UMC:
From the North:
Take I-95 to Exit 110 - Ladysmith.  At the end of the ramp, turn RIGHT onto Route 639 West.  Travel approximately ½ mile.  The Church will be on the right.  If you reach Route 1, you’ve gone too far!!

From the South:
Take I-95 to Exit 110 - Ladysmith.  At the end of the ramp, turn LEFT onto Route 639 West.  Travel approximately ½ mile.  The Church will be on the right.  If you reach Route 1, you’ve gone too far!!
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