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The Upper Room

Emmaus



	January 2003
	of the Greater Fredericksburg Area

	
	


From the Lay Director . . .
Happy and Blessed New Year to the Emmaus Community!

I want to use the January Newsletter to report on some of the Board and Community activities. The Community was indeed blessed during 2002 to hold four great weekends (the best yet!) and welcome over 120 new Brothers and Sisters.

As Wes Pryce pointed out during the offering time at the December Board meeting, the community has had a recent shortfall in funding for the Emmaus Ministry. This has been due to several factors including: 1.) we have added considerable capital equipment to the community over the last two years, most very badly needed, 2.) expenses for supplies, printing, postage, insurance, etc. have continued to increase, and 3.) we have not met our budgeted offering amounts at events like Gatherings, Candlelight, etc. Please prayerfully consider a regular, generous offering at all community events.

The Board has approved a fee increase for both Pilgrim fees and team fees from $140.00 to $150.00. This increase is unrelated to the above paragraph but due to the increase in rental fees for Camp Easter Seal in 2003. The Pilgrim application fee will remain unchanged at $15.00. These fees basically cover the cost of the weekend(s) and are not applied to other community expenses.

If you haven’t already, please pick up an information brochure on the “Making a World of Difference” 25th Annual Celebration of the Emmaus Movement in Nashville, Tennessee July 24-27, 2003. If you are interested, I have more information about hotels, etc. that may not be covered in the brochure. Sounds like a “colorful” four days!

Finally, two of our most loyal community members have recently decided to resign their volunteer positions in the community. Barbara Larson has been our Manuals Coordinator for some time and will be resigning after the Spring Walks. Gene Philipp has agreed to take on this very important position. Barbara Olds has been our Newsletter Editor and general data guru for as long as I have been in the Community. At this writing we are looking for a new editor. Barbara is completing her duties after the Spring Walks. Please take a moment to drop them a line, give ‘em a hug, and a big thank you when you see them. God Bless You both for your tireless service.

Remember, it’s not too early or too late to get those pilgrim applications completed and mailed. See you at the D.D.U.
Yours in Christ,

Paul Prewitt
Fredericksburg UMC

Emmaus #29, Table of Matthew
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The Next Fredericksburg



Gathering

Upcoming Gatherings
February 8, 2003

First Christian Church

March 8, 2003

First Christian Church

April 12, 2003

First Christian Church

May 10, 2003

Fredericksburg UMC

June 14, 2003

Hillcrest UMC
When:
January 11, 2003

Where:
First Christian Church

Time:
6:45 p.m.
The board will not meet.
[image: image2.png]



AGAPE BAGS -
SEW BEAUTIFUL!
Remember when you saw your agape bag for the first time?  God filled that eye-catching bag with love letters just for you.  Will you help make another pilgrim's walk special?  You can buy brightly colored rainbow striped fabric (check the craft section at your local fabric store or WalMart), cording, bright shoelaces to donate.  Or you can make agape bags; they are sew simple to make (12" wide and 15" tall, please).  Call Diana Farrar at 540-372-7535 or e-mail her at HRHDiana@juno.com to say "I'll help!"
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Calling all the YOUNG at HEART
Can you decorate 5 or 10 or 20 or 100 place mats for an upcoming weekend? Maybe you'd like to help, but have no idea where to start or where to get great ideas! Call Ellen Schertz, the Place Mat Connection at (540) 891-9593 or e-mail her at ellouisesc@aol.com to get set up. You may also buy and donate blank white or solid color place mats. There's room for your gifts at whatever level you choose to serve in the Emmaus place mat ministry. Call Ellen today!
Fredericksburg Web Site
FREDERICKSBURG EMMAUS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Prewitt, Paul

 - Lay Director

Pryce, Wes

 - Asst. Lay Director

Philipp, Gene
 
 - Secretary

Fortune, Maria
 
 - Treasurer



Throckmorton, Barry
 - Spiritual Director

Curry, Bowie

Reed, Joe

DeJong, John

Schertz, Ellen

Mann, John

Simpson, Barbara

Mann, Kitti

Tubbs, Larry

Perkins, Susan

Weinhardt, Pat
www.fredericksburgemmaus.org


Emmaus Volunteer Chairpersons 2002-2003
Community Lay Director ‑ Paul Prewitt

     Lead Gatherings & Candlelight

     Host Weekend Sponsors’ Hour & Closing

     Chair Emmaus Board





     Pilgrim/Team Selection Committee




     Board Nominating Committee

Assistant Community Lay Director ‑ Wes Pryce

Community Spiritual Director ‑ Barry Throckmorton

     Gathering Location Coordinator

Treasurer ‑ Maria Fortune

Secretary ‑ Gene Philipp

     Manuals Coordinator - Barbara Larson

     Records & By‑Laws Historian - Gene Philipp

Communications Coordinator ‑ John Mann

     Newsletter - Barbara Olds

     Database Coordinator - Barbara Olds

     Team Registrar - Debrina McKeen

     Pilgrim Registrar - Pat & Dick Barnett

Gathering Support Coordinator ‑ Vacant

     Community Music Director - Debrina McKeen

     Community Baker - Angel Fulkerson

     Childcare Coordinator - Pat Weinhardt

     Facility Clean Up Coordinator -

Weekend Support Coordinator - Brian Lewis

    Community Cha Coordinator - Richard Warner

     General Agape Coordinator ‑ Phyllis Howze

     Prayer Vigil Coordinator ‑ Sandy Crossley/ Jane Carwell

     Placemat Coordinator ‑ Ellen Schertz
     Snack Agape Coordinator - Janice Williams

     Agape Bag Coordinator ‑ Diana Farrar

     Transportation Coordinator - Mo Moses

     Supplies Coordinator - Wes Pryce

     Fourth Day Packets - Tina Cooper

Fourth Day Coordinator - Vacant

   Reunion Group Coordinator - Sandy Crossley

   Emmaus “Store” Coordinator - Millie Brock

Nominating Committee Coordinator - Larry Tubbs
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Prayers and Praises . . .

( Prayer for Chris Long

( Prayer for Gary Staddan

( Prayer for my friend Ann

( Pray for our country

( For Katie Houghton

( Thankful for accountability partner

( Laura Elder, Angel Fulkerson’s sister, chemo therapy

for colorectal cancer

( For our daughters & families to come back to the Lord

( Pray for our pastor’s hearing problem

( Prayer for my daughter & her husband as they work

through marital issues

( Pray for my daughter-in-law Nancy Bailey in the passing

of her father

( Seeking the Lord’s will about a possible change in my job

( Praise the Lord, both my sons have found new careers

( Prayer for God’s wisdom for my daughter in Denver

( Prayers for dear friend whose father just passed away

( Prayers & Thanksgiving for Grace UMC - continued

growth in the Spirit

( Prayers that Nicki will hear the message of salvation &

her heart will be receptive

( Charlotte Goehring & family due to recent stroke

( Friend of 10 years needs Christ in her life

( Prayers for brother to find Christ

( Virginia Vamos - undergoing cancer treatment

( Thank God for good semester at Virginia Baptist College

( Prayers for Alice Rice - difficult pregnancy

( Kitti Mann for healing from illness

( Lift up the lonely - they need are love!

( Prayers for Susan & Dennis Perkins (new job)

( For Sarah who is struggling with a serious stronghold &

divorce

( Praise God for drawing 780 professions of faith &

planting 10 new churches in Lima, Peru

( Esther Thacker - 83yr old had triple bypass surgery

( Pray for the healing of George Brown

( Praise for God in my life & thanks for His son Jesus

( Madi - to accept God & Jesus

( Grandad who is having kidney problems

( The marriage of Jill & Barry and Lynn & Mark

( For clergy

( Pastor John & Elaine DeJong & her family in the death

of her mother

( For salvation of children, grandchildren & siblings

( Pray for Joyce & family

( Praises for my sister Angie & her hopefulness for the

future and her new home

( Pray for Pastor Kate that her physical condition improves

( Pray for Matthew & healing in his relationship w/parents 

( Praise the Lord that Hank and Janet have served one year

in ministry

( Ralph & Marie as they go on cruise & attend BMF

Convention in January

( The unity of local churches as well as the unity of

Christians as a whole

( Growth in all the churches

( Praise God for his mercies to me, my children & entire

family

Reunion Groups . . .
We would like to list the Reunion Groups active in the Fredericksburg Emmaus Community.  If you are a member of a reunion group, please send the information to Barbara Olds.  Please provide the name, meeting time, place, and contact with phone number.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness Emmaus Reunion Group

Meets 7:30 PM     Tuesdays

Prince Of Peace United Methodist Church

6299 Token Forest Drive

Manassas, Virginia

Contact: Lloyd Biller (703) 590‑1512

Pastor's Weekly Meeting

Meets 9:00 AM     Thursdays

Rotates - call for location

Contact: Mark Dunn (540) 786‑4025

Lakeside Reunion Group (Men)

Meets 8:00 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location


Contact : Vic Larson (540) 972‑1928

Rainbow Reunion Group (Women) 

Meets 2:30 PM     Tuesdays

Lake Of The Woods - call for location

Contact : Barbara Miller (540) 972‑7418

 Koinonia Women’s Reunion Group

Meets 9:00 AM     Fridays

Lake of the Woods - call for location

Contact: Barbara Larson (540) 972-1928

“Amazing Grace” Reunion Group

Meets 8:30 PM     Thursdays

Hillcrest UMC

Contact : Ed McAdam (540) 898-3625

e-mail to emcadam@infi.net
Bethel UMC Men’s Group

Meets 7:30 AM     Sundays

IHOP, Woodbridge






Contact: Brian Lewis (703) 590‑9343

              e‑mail to bb3253@AOL.com
Joy Breaks

Meets 7:30 PM     Mondays

IHOP, Woodbridge

Contact:  Lois Myrick (703) 680‑0577 or 

     Susan Perkins (703) 590-3482

God Bearers


Meets 8:00 AM     Sundays

Melrose United Methodist Church

Contact:  Laurie Basye (804) 529‑6953 or 580‑5135

   e‑mail basye@crosslink.net
Alice Harding (804) 529‑7854

                e‑mail archardcl@pen.k12.va.us
Lord’s Lions and Lambs Reunion Group

Meets 6:30 PM      Wednesdays

First Christian Church

Contact: Gene Philipp (540) 898-4917

e-mail GeneDiPhil@aol.com
Reality Check (Chrysalis Boys & Girls)

Meets 6:15 PM     Wednesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

(Women)

Meets 7:00 PM   Tuesdays

Fredericksburg UMC

Contact: Becky Guy (540) 373-8258

e-mail mwcof61@mindspring.com
Interested in a New Reunion Group?
If you are interested in joining a reunion group, please call Sandy Crossley at (703) 221-6977 or e-mail her at slcrossley@aol.com
2003 Weekends
Men’s

March 20-23


WLD:
Vic Larson

October 2-5
Women’s
April 24-27


WLD:
Janet McCaslin

November 13-16

ADVANCE \d4
Want community updates between newsletters?
ADVANCE \d4Send your email address to bb3253@aol.com (Brian Lewis) and I will put you into my Fredericksburg Emmaus emailing list. You won't get a lot of junk. I don't forward cute stories to the entire community, just information pertaining to the community: 

· community prayer requests

· reminders about upcoming Gatherings; 

· DDU's; 

· Weekends--team send-off, sponsor's hour, candlelight, closing; 

· information about community members' Christian activities; and 

· newsletters from our sister communities--NCA, Southern Maryland, & Loudoun Valley (It's a really neat surprise to see a friend or co-worker's name appear on a pilgrim list and an even greater surprise to that person when they get a letter from YOU on their weekend!)If you used to get this stuff from me and don't anymore, I've probably got your address wrong in my database. Send me an updated address.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Hey Mom, it snowed last night,” my sister and I shouted!  “Close the door!  You’re letting the cold inside!  You two can go outside after breakfast.  Your Dad was called away during the night to pull out a truck that was stuck in a snow bank,”  Mom told us.

My sister, Sandra, and I stood with our noses pressed against the icy glass of the storm door peering outside.  Everything was decorated white with snow and ice.  To me, it seemed as if the snow was at least three feet deep, but in reality it was a mere foot.  Icicles hung low from the edge of the roof, the trees, and the cars.  The only thing that moved outside was an occasional snow plows and the power line workers.

Sandra and I had received sleds for Christmas, and we were anxious to put runners to the fresh snow on the hill in front of our house.  The sleds had metal skids on the bottom painted bright red.  The sled surface had rows of highly polished wood slats with American Flyer painted in red, white and blue letters.  The front held handles to steer with that we had tied a rope through.  The rope not only helped us steer but  was used to pull the sled along behind us as we climbed the hill.  

Dad’s timing was just right as he stepped through the back door, Mom was placing scrambled eggs, bacon, and oven baked toast on the table.   We all sat down for the morning feast, passing home-made grape and strawberry jelly around the table.  Soon all the food was gone, and we pleaded with Mom and Dad to go outside. 

“Dress warm and don’t forget your gloves,” said Mom as she granted our wish.

We dressed  in double layers, two pairs of socks, two pairs of pants, several shirts, a coat, stocking cap, and gloves.  We were like the little boy in the movie The Christmas Story that had so many clothes on he couldn’t bring his arms down to his sides.  Soon Mom was performing her final inspection of her snow troopers.  She pulled our caps down to cover more of our faces as she gave her final instructions, “Come inside if you get too cold!”

We didn’t know it at the time, but our Dad had gotten dressed and had the sleds ready for the anxious sleigh riders.  He met us at the front of the house, and the three of us set out toward the ice-covered hill.  I went first!  I sat on the sled as Dad gave me a big push.  I sailed down the hill turning sharply to the right to keep from going into the large trunks of our woods.  Sandra climbed on top of her sled and with a running jump, Dad boarded on back, and they flew down the hill.

To our surprise, Mom came out the front door dressed for the cold and ready for her turn for an icy ride.  We all climbed the hill, and Dad jumped on the sled face down and started a solo run.  Mom jumped on his back and held on.  My sister and I followed her lead.  We were stacked like that morning’s pancakes on the little sled racing downhill.  Far too soon, Dad steered to the right and the sled tipped over.  We all rolled in the snow and came up laughing in unison.  My sister and I shouted, “Lets do it again!”

The new year is here, 2003!  Have you considered a new years resolution?  I’ve been thinking about what’s important to me for some time now.  When I think about what has been important to me in my life, I remember times I spent with family and friends.  It’s wasn’t the computer game or the compact discs, it was warm times of sharing and laughter.  

In 1 John 4:16, God gave John these words, “God is love.  Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in Him.”

This past year was a transition time for me.  God opened doors for me that I never dreamed possible.  I met lots of new friends, and my relationships with old friends and family strengthened.  People I knew, and people I didn’t  know, have blessed me again and again.  I pray that God will help me share the love and kindness that He has shown me.  Maybe I can make memories with my friends and family, and they will choose to say. . . “Lets do it again!”  

May God bless you abundantly in all of your relationships this year. Amen.

  Dennis Perkins 
Fredericksburg Emmaus #11, Table of Peter

Prince of Peace UMC 
Day of Deeper Understanding
A Day of Deeper Understanding will be held on Saturday, January 11, 2003  beginning at 3:00 p.m., at First Christian Church.   Sponsors and their Pilgrims who have walked and not yet attended a DDU are encouraged to attend.  Please remember that you cannot sponsor a Pilgrim or Team if you have not attended a Day of Deeper Understanding. 

A pot luck supper will be held after the DDU (before the Gathering).  Please bring a dish to share.  Don’t miss this time of fellowship!
�








